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In the name of Allah most gracious most merciful.

Month of Moharram and its grace

Written by: Sk Abd-Razzag Taher Farih
Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa

07 Almuharram 1444.
05 August 2022.

Dear brothers and sisters,

The month of Moharrum is a great and blessed month. It is the first month
in the Hijri lunar year (or Islamic calendar). It is also one of the forbidden
months. It is named with this name: the forbidden or sanctified month of
Allah because it is actually a sanctified and a forbidden month. Meaning we
should refrain from committing sin or committing the Haram during this
month (or especially during this month). As a confirmation and certainty of
how forbidden it is the prophet ppbu used to do a lot of fasting during this
month of Moharrum. The messenger ppbu said {The best of fasting that can
be done next to fasting of Ramadan is the fasting during the month of Al-
Moharram}. It was ascertained or confirmed that the messenger never had
a continuous fasting of a full month except the month of Ramadan. So, this
hadeeth is taken to encourage to do a lot of fasting during the month of
Moharrum.

During this blessed month of Moharram, Allah made it to contain one being
an extra blessed day. That is the day of Ashouraa. This is the tenth day of
the month of Moharram. This Ashuraa, it will fall in this coming Monday.
The messenger ppbu used to glorify, exalt and gave a preference this
particular day over other days. When the prophet came or immigrated to
Madina, he found that the Jews fasted this day of Ashouraa. He asked for
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the reason. They told him: "This is a pious day, this is the day that Allah saved
the children of Israel from their enemy. (Or a day during which Allah saved
Musa and his people and made Faro and his people to drown. So, the
prophet of Allah Musa fasted this day and commanded it to be fasted so we
fast this day, (Or the prophet of Allah Musa fasted this day and gave thanks
to Allah and so we fast it in order to glorify this day)". The messenger ppbu
said: {| am more entitled to Moses that you are}. The reward or grace for
fasting during this month is tremendous.

Ebn Abbas said: "I have never seen the prophet ppbu is more concerned or
more attention to fasting any day as he did about fasting this day of Ashoura
or starting fasting the month of Ramadan". This clearly indicates the big
reward of fasting this day. The messenger ppbu said: {Fasting the day of
Ashoura, | would expect that Allah will clear sins of the previous year}. This a
grace from Allah upon us to reward us for fasting one day by clearing sins of
one complete year. The majority of the scholars share the view that fasting
the day of Ashouraa will clear the smaller sins. The greater sins will require
resentence in order to be cleared or forgiven.

When the messenger ppbu fasted and commanded that day of Ashouraa to
fasted, many Muslims said: "this is a day that is glorified by the Jews and the
Christians". The messenger ppbu said: {When the following year comes, with
the well of Allah, we will fast the day 9 of the month as well as the 10th day}.
The following year the messenger ppbu died before month of Moharram
approached. The Imams of the Islamic sects (Hanbali, Shafeiee and others)
stated that it is preferable to fast the 9™ and 10%" days together. The reason
for that is that the messenger ppbu fasted the 10t day and had intended to
fast the 9™ day of the month of Moharram. It is for that reason dear brothers



and sisters, the day of Ashoura can be fasted on its own, or it can be fasted
with the 9t day.

| say this and | ask Allah’s forgiveness for you and I. Do ask His forgiveness,
He is the most Forgiving the most Merciful.



