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In the name of Allah Most Gracious Most Merciful
Prayers

Written by: Abdurrazzak Taher Farih
Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa.

22 Thul-Hejjah 1440
23 August 2019

Dearly beloved in Allah, Prayers is the title of our talk on this blessed
Friday. Prayers are the second foundation pillar of Islam. The messenger
ppbu said: {Islam was build on five: the testimony of one and only God
and Muhammad being the messenger of Allah, performing prayers,
donating zakah and pilgrimage to the holy mosque and fasting Ramadan}.
Companion Muad Ebn-Jabal once asked the messenger ppbu: Tell me
something I do which will get me closer to Paradise and get me further
away from hellfire. The prophet ppbu said: {You have asked about a
tremendous matter. Yet it is so easy for whom Allah makes it easy: It is to
worship Allah and never associate anything with him. Perform prayers, and
give donation (zakah), Fast the month of Ramadan and go for pilgrimage
(Hajj) to the house of Allah}. Notice dearly beloved “Perform prayers”, this
prayer (Salah) is the first practical pillar of the five pillars in Islam after
uttering the two testimonies.

Prayers, Prayers is peace and calmness for the eyes of the believers. Prayers
are genial, company for those who feel love. Prayers bring contentment
into the eyes of those who believe in the one and only, just as it was for
the prophet ppbu. He said: {My eyes become pleased and contented with

the prayers}. Dear respected, Prayers are an oasis of rest. You whose are



.
overwhelmed with worries, you who have been overcome with pain; you
who cannot afford necessities due to lack of resources or money, you
whom despite how broad and wide this earth is, still for you it feels so
small and tight. You who is searching for money, who is searching for
happiness, you who is searching for the ease of mind, you is searching for
the easy breathing and rest in the chest, you lady who is searching for a
pious husband, get you support and help from prayers. Allah says in the
Quran: {And seek help through patience and prayer, and indeed, it is
difficult except for the humbly submissive [to Allah]} 2:45.

Brothers and sisters, prayers are the link between the weak poor slave and
the Rich, the Capable King. Only those who are ignorant of the status of
Allah with all His names and characteristics, who are ignorant of the value
and status of this relationship. Only those who know Allah with all His
names, characters and perfectness; will know the true majesty of this
relationship. Whoever becomes certain in knowing his God is the absolute
rich then he will know himself as the absolute poor. Whoever becomes
certain in knowing his God is the absolute knowledgeable; then he will
know himself as the absolute ignorant. Whoever knows his God as
absolute in dignity; then he will know himself as absolute in humiliation.
The messenger ppbu said: {All it takes a man to be a disbeliever (kafer) is
stopping prayers}. The messenger ppbu also said: {the pledge between us
and them is the prayers. So, whosoever ceases to do prayers then he has
become a disbeliever (£afer)}. The messenger ppbu also said: {whoever
intentionally or deliberately leaves one of the five dictated prayers then he

is disowned or renounced by Allah’s accord or alliance}. The messenger
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ppbu was talking about prayers when he said: {Whoever maintains doing
prayers then for him; it becomes light and evidence and salvation on the
day of resurrection. And whoever does not keep it then it would not be
light nor evidence nor salvation, and on the day of resurrection he shall be
with Qaroon, Ferro, Haman and Obay ben-Khalaf}.

Ebn-Qayem commented on this by saying: Some people their riches may
distract them away from prayers then they will be resurrected with Faro.
Someone’s position as a minister may distract him away from prayers;
then he is with Haman. Someone’s money may distract him from prayers;
then he is with Qaroon. Someone’s business may distract him away from
prayers; he is with Obay ben Khalaf.

Dear Muslims, you should know that we will not feel relaxed, peaceful or
happy, nor feel tranquillity or assurance except when we are with Allah
The Almighty. I make an oath with Allah the one and only God, that we
will not feel true happiness in the status provided by our names or titles,
or in money and riches, or with a beautiful partner, nor in a high status,
nor with our children or with our clans or tribes except when you are with
God. Except when you live in obedience to Allah. Allah says: {Say, "With
God's grace and with His mercy they shall rejoice.” This is far better than
any wealth they can accumulate} 10:58.

Slaves of Allah, you need to know that Allah commanded us to maintain
and keep on performing prayers. Allah says: {Maintain and strictly guard
the prayers and especially the middle prayer, and stand before Allah with
obedience and devotion} 2:248. Allah also says: {And they were only
commanded that they should worship Allah being sincere to Him alone,
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and perform the prayers and give donation (Zakaf); and that is the right
and valuable religion} 98:5.

Here is some good news for those who maintain performing prayers in
the houses of Allah, the messenger ppbu said: {Whoever goes to the
mosque at morning (Fajr prayer) or in the evening [meaning Asr, Magrib
and Isha prayers] Allah shall prepare for him/her a place of residence in
paradise for each time he goes in the morning or in the evening}. This
means that Allah will act as a host out of His grace, and you can only
imagine what a place set up and prepared by the Most Generous would
be like.

The messenger ppbu also said: {Good tiding and good news for the walkers
to mosques in the dark. Absolute light in the day of resurrection}. Allah
says: {... the Day that Allah will not disgrace the Prophet and the believers
with him, Their Light will flow before them and with their faith. They will
say: "Our Lord! Keep perfect our Light for us and grant us forgiveness.
Verily, You are Able to do all thmgs} 66:8. It was commented that some of
the believers; the followers of the prophet ppbu, those who perform
prayers, the walkers to mosques in darkness, some of them their light will
spread like a mountain, and some their light would be like a dates tree,
and some; their light is just as a big as the height of a man standing, and
for some their light only round his thumb ﬂickering on and off. Some of
them are surrounded by darkness in every direction. Allah says: {On the
day when the hypocritical men and the hypocritical women will say to
believers: Look on us that we may trace or borrow from your light! it will

be said: Return backward and seek light! A wall will then be erected which
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will separate them; a wall from wherein it contains mercy, while the outer

side thereof is toward the doom and punishment. 3 They will cry unto
them (saying): Were we not with you? (Meaning we were with you in the
first life, we attended Friday prayers with you, and we did congregation
prayers, we even fought with you battles and we did all the obligations
like you) They will say: Yes, verily; but you tempted one another, and
lurked and hesitated, and doubted, and you were lured and enticed with
vain desires till the ordinance of Allah came to pass; and vanity and
arrogance deceived you concerning Allah;} 57:13-14.



