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The worldly first life and the life next

Written by: Abdurrazzak Taher Farih
Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa.

23 Rajab 1440
29 March 2019

In the name of Allah Most Gracious Most Merciful

Dearly beloved in Allah,

The reality of this worldly life has escaped most of the people who
live in this worldly life. They think this worldly life; is the end to
all life. When that is not the case. In fact, we must think of where
it will all end at; in order for an aggressor and a criminal to
become fearful. In addition, in order that every sinner and every
disobedient; repents and returns to Allah the Almighty. This
Worldly life is a life of transition and it is not a life of final
settlement. When the Quran and Sunnah criticised or vilified this
worldly life, the criticism did not relate to its time, which is the
night and day. In fact, Allah Has made the night and day two signs
to make us think and reflect upon. Allah says: { And He is the one
Who has put the night and the day in succession, for such who
desires to remember or desires to show his gratitude} 25:62. The

criticism or vilification of this worldly life does not refer to its place

either, which is this Earth. Allah Has made this earth one of His
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many signs and miracles; and an evidence of His greatness. Allah
says: {And a sign for them is the dead land. We gave it life, and We
bring out from it grains, from which they eat} 36:33. The criticism
or vilification of this worldly life is not aimed at what Allah Has
placed into this worldly life of blessings, bounties, favours and
gifts, but aimed at sins and acts of disobedience committed on the

surface of this land against the Almighty Allah.

You must know that life on this earth is bounded by time, and is
limited by a date when its end will come for definite. Allah says:
{Verily, the likeness of (this) worldly life is as the water (rain) which
We send down from the sky, so by it arises the intermingled
produce of the earth of which men and cattle eat until when the
earth is clad in its adornments and is beautified, and its people think
that they have all the powers of disposal over it, Our Command
comes to it by night or by day and We make it like a clean-mown

harvest, as if it had not flourished the day before! Thus do We
explain the signs in detail for people who reflect} 10:24.

Allah also says: {You should know that the life of this world is only

play and amusement, splendour and spectacle and mutual boasting
among you, and rivalry in respect of wealth and children, (it is) as
the likeness of vegetation after rain, thereof the growth is pleasing to
the disbelievers; afterwards it dries up and you see it turning yellow;
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then it becomes straw. But in the Hereafter (there is) a severe
torment, and (there is) Forgiveness from Allah and (His) pleasure
with the believers, And the life of this world is only a deceiving

enjoyment.} 57:20.

You people, be God fearing. Remember that Allah created this
worldly life and He created the life after. He created humankind
and is testing them with those two lives. If man chooses this
worldly life over the life after then he would be plagued with the
anger and punishment of the Almighty Allah; and he would lose
his worldly life and the life after. And if man choses the life after
over this worldly life then he would be a winner in his worldly life
and his life after. The messenger ppbu said: {the worldly life and
life after are like two wives; if you lean towards one then you upset
the other}. A Muslim should a balance between his worldly life and
his next life. Therefore, he can take from this worldly life what
would help him to obey Allah, and would help him to win in the
life after. This balanced Muslim would benefit his next life from
this worldly life. When Qaroon got the wealth and riches, he was
advised: {Remember when his people said to him: Do not brag and
boast (with riches, being ungrateful to Allah). Verily Allah does not
like those who exult (with riches, being ungrateful to Allah)} 28:76.

Meaning do not brag with arrogance and do not feel above others,
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with what Allah Has given you of wealth and riches. Allah says:
{But seek, with that (wealth) which Allah has bestowed on you, the
home of the Hereafter} 28:77. Meaning use it to help you do good
deeds seeking the next life. Use it to spend on those who need and
who have not; and spend for the sake of Allah. Allah says: {But
seek, with that (wealth) which Allah has bestowed on you, the home
of the Hereafter, and do not forget your portion of lawful enjoyment
in this worldly life} 28:77 . meaning do not deny yourself the
enjoyment of food, drink, clothes, homes and all that Allah makes
permissible. Do not forget your share of this first worldly life and
do not deny yourself its pleasures, this too is also criticised and
vilified. Allah says: {Say: "Who has forbidden the adornment and
beautification given by Allah, which He has produced for His slaves,
and all kinds of good things?" Say: "It is all for those who believe in
the worldly life shared, (and) exclusively for them (believers) on the
Day of Resurrection”, This is how We detail and explain our verses
or rules so comprehensively for people who have knowledge} 7:32 .
A Muslim should use or spend from that that Allah provides for
him, and should donate and spend for the sake of Allah, and
should put away from his first life to the next. Some say: “work for
your worldly life as if you live forever, And work for your next life
as if you die tomorrow”. A Muslim should strike a balance between

the first life and the last. He should not be taken by one; and
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forgets about the other. This who tires himself, and gives himself
all it desired in Halal and in Haram (allowable and forbidden).
This who opens for himself the doors or desires and temptations,
fun and distractions; and enjoyed his share of this life and forgts
about the life next, then he is a loser. Allah says: {He loses both
this world and the Hereafter. That is the evident great loss} 22:11.
On the other hand, he who knows the rank worth of the first life;
and the rank or worth of the next life and gave each one of them
its correct worth then he is the winner in his worldly life and in his
next. Allah says: {But as for him who feared standing before his

Lord, and restrained himself from impure evil desires, and
lusts. Then Paradise will be his abode.} 79:40.

A Muslim should have a good look at his worldly life and his next
life. A Muslim should know that he was created ultimately for the
next life. He must know that this worldly life is coming to an end,
no matter how beautiful it appeared, and quite sooner than one
thinks. Imam Ali Ebn Abi Talib said: Here is the worldly life
turning away and departing, and the next life is approaching. Each
one of those two lives has sons, so be the son of the next life and

do not be the son of this worldly life.

You were not created in this life to build it and flourish it. Do not

limit yourself and your life in gaining more of this life and forget
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about the next life. You were created to work for your next life,
and take from your worldly life to build your next life. Take from
this life what would heip your and support you in the next life.
This is what this worldly life means. The worldly life is a life of
demise, and the next life is an everlasting life. This is known to

every wise individual, and especially a faithful believer.

The question now is how can a person have a preference for an
ending life? This life which he will soon leave or it will soon leave
him. How does he have preference of this soon ending life and
forget about the final and everlasting life. Allah says: {O my people!
Truly, this life of the world is certain a passing enjoyment, and for
certain, the Hereafter that is the permanent home} 40:39. You in
this life are a traveller who is passing through. A passenger who is
being carried by the nights and days to the next life. Be ready for
the next life. Be ready to meet The Almighty Allah. Work for the
next life. Do not boycott and forget about the next life, then it will
boycott you and will forget about you. Allah says: {And Hell will be
brought near that Day. On that Day man will remember, but how
could he remember? (23) He will say: "I wish I had done in advance
good deeds for this life of mine" (24) So on that Day, none will be
punished as He will be (25) And none will be bound and tied as He
will be. (26) "O (you) the contented resting soul! (27) "Come back
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to your Lord, Well-pleased and well-pleasing! (28) "Enter among
My (honoured) slaves, (29) "And enter My Paradise!" (30)} 89:23-
30.



