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Love for people what you love for yourself.

Written by: Sk Abd-Razzag Taher Farih
Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa

06 April 2018
20 Rajab 14309.

Dearly beloved,

One day the prophet ppbu sat down and asked his companions:
{Who would take a few words from me and he would follow
them; or teach others to follow them?} Abu-Huraira said: | will,
O messenger of Allah. The messenger then took Abu-Huraira’s
hand and counted to five, then said: {Avoid; and be fearful of
anything forbidden; then you would be the most devout of all
people. And accept and be satisfied with what Allah gives to
you then you would be the richest of all people. And treat well
your neighbour then you will be a true believer (or a true
person of faith). And love for all people what you would love
for yourself then you would be a Muslim. And do not laugh far
too much. For too much laughter Kills off the heart}. This was
the advice that the first teacher (ppbu) gave the brightest student
Abi-Hurairah may God be pleased with him. His advice for Abi-
Hurairah is an advice for the entire nation. That is because the
essence is in the general intended meaning and scope rather than
by the specific reason or specific person or recipient of the word.

We, on this Friday, talk about the last two points of this great
advice, the first: “And love for all people what you would love
for yourself then you would be a Muslim”. Meaning, for your

Islam to be complete; it is a condition that you would love the good
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for people just as you would love it for yourself. Islam made loving
good to other people amongst the signs of the fulfilment of faith,
and an indication how much faith is engrained into the heart. Also,
the lack of that love of good for people is a sign of missing some
faith; or faith not being complete. This is a confirmation to what
the messenger ppbu said: {none of you will be a believer unless
he loves for his brother what he loves for himself}. Muad once
asked the messenger ppbu about the best type of faith. The
messenger ppbu said: {is to love for the sake of Allah, and is to
hate for the sake of Allah. And to get your tong busy in
remembering Allah}. Muad said: and what else? The messenger
ppbu said: {and to love for people what you would love for
yourself, and would hate for people what you would hate for

yourself}.

When a Muslim loves the good for others, then that will have an
effect in the way he/she interact with people. Then you would find
a high standard in dealing with people, and a higher level of morals,
and you will find a lot of patience and tolerance to harm, and in
overlooking other people’s mistakes, and forgiving those who have

done you harm, and sharing their happy and sad events with them.



Loving the good for people leads the individual to win paradise.
The messenger ppbu said: {whoever would love to be dislodged
off hellfire and moved into paradise then let them die while
he/she has faith in Allah and in the day after, and does to people
what he would like to be done to him or deals with people they

way he would like to be dealt with}.

Loving the good for people is not limited to what gets them happy
in this life, but it extends to loving happiness for them in the life
after. One should love for people that Allah will bestow the mercy
of faith upon them, and love for people that Allah would save them
from the darkness of disobedience and associating others with
Allah (shirk). The messenger ppbus said: {and love for people
what you love for yourself then you would be a Muslim}. The
messenger ppbu was a role model in that. His love for people got
to the point that he almost died in sadness and gloom and feeling
sorry for them. Allah says: {Perhaps, you, would kill yourself in
grief, over their footsteps (for their turning away from you),
because they believe not in this narration (the Quran). What a
shame} 18:6. Allah also said: {Do not destroy yourself in sorrow
for them} 35:8.



The messenger ppbu called on to people or preached for them in
all places, at all times and in all situations. He called them over
mountains, and in mosques, on the road and in the market place.
He called them in his health and when he was sick, he called those
who loved him and those who despised him, and those who listened
to his message and those who denied it. What benefit do you think
he has in them being guided? There is no reason other than he loved
the good for the people.

Here is the messenger ppbu expressing his love of good for Abi-
Thurr, he said: {Aba-Thurr, | see that you are weak, and | love
for you what | love for myself. Never accept being in charge of
people, not even two people. And never accept looking after the
money of an orphan}.

Our righteous predecessors followed the footsteps of the
messenger ppbu. Their hearts overfilled with love for people. Ebn-
Abbas said: Anytime it rained | thanked Allah and felt so happy
with it, and yet there is absolutely nothing in it for me. | do not
have a lamb and not a camel. And any time | heard of a judged who
practiced justice then | made a prayer for him, yet | had no case in
his court. And any time | got to know or understand a verse from
the book of Allah then I always wished if people knew what |

know.



Dearly beloved in Allah, what are the things which can help you
become one of those who love good for people. Turn to Allah and
make duaa, and be insistent towards Him so He would make us
amongst those who love good for people, and amongst those who
make people hear from us which is of benefit to them. And make
duaa so that the good will come to those round us; without anyone
knowing about the duaa. Put in the effort in seeking what would
benefit people and make them happy and would make them in a
better situation, and what would get tiredness and strain lifted off
them. Be more concerned or put more attention in order to be in
the company of those who love the good for others, and in the
company of those who seek out to serve and benefit people. That
Is because a Muslim would love that Allah will be merciful to all
creations. A Muslim would like that most people would become
Muslims, and would love that Allah would guide the most obscene
evil people. That is our faith, we love being saved and being good

for ourselves and we love others to be saved and to be good.

The last point in the hadeeth: “And do not laugh far too much.
For too much laughter Kkills off the heart”. Laughing is an act

which is characteristic of mankind. It comes after some kind of
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understanding or knowing some heard words, or some seen event
which causes the act of laughter. But too much laughter generates

darkness in the heart and some kind of death to it.

Islam welcomes everything and anything which makes life happy
and good. It is also liked for a Muslim to have an optimistic and a
cheerful personality. And it is disliked to have a depressing and
pessimistic personality; which would look at people and at life;
only through a dark and black telescope. The role model for all
Muslims in that field is the messenger ppbu. Despite all his
multiple responsibilities and varied concerns, he used to have fun;
and used to be cheerful with them, but he never said words except
the truth. He lived with his people a natural ordinary life. He shared
their laughter, their play and their fun. Just as he joined them in

their pain, sadness and calamities.

Therefore, what is deterred against in his hadeeth is not laughter,
but the extreme indulgence in laughter. Laughing is not deterred
against as a laughter, but what it may develop into or lead to results
or morals which Islam would not accept.

Everything that exceeds its limit, turn into the opposite.
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