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Treat well your neighbour.

Written by: Sk Abd-Razzag Taher Farih
Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa

13 April 2018
27 Rajab 14309.

Dearly beloved,

One day the prophet ppbu sat down and asked his companions:
{Who would take a few words from me and he would follow
them or teach others to follow them?} Abu-Huraira said: | will,
O messenger of Allah. The messenger then took Abu-Huraira’s
hand and counted to five, then said: {Avoid; and be fearful of the
forbidden; then you would be the most devout of all people.
And accept and be satisfied with what Allah Has pre-
determined for you then you would be the richest of all people.
And treat well your neighbour then you will be a true believer
(or a true person of faith). And love for all people what you
would love for yourself then you would be a Muslim. And do
not laugh far too much. For too much laughter kills off the
heart}. This was the advice that the first teacher (ppbu) gave the
brightest student Abi-Hurairah God be pleased with him. His
advice for Abi-Hurairah is an advice for the entire nation. That is
because the essence is in the general intended meaning and scope
rather than by the specific reason or specific target of the word.

We, on this Friday, talk about the third part of this great advice:
“treat well your neighbour then you will be a true believer”. A
neighbour has tremendous rights that you must respect as your
obligations. If the neighbour is also a relative of yours, and also a
Muslim then the neighbour has three full rights. They are the right
of being a neighbour, and the right of being a Muslim and the right
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of being a relative. If the neighbour is a Muslim but not a relative
then his has two rights. The right of being a neighbour and the right
of being a Muslim. Similarly; if the neighbour is a relative but not
a Muslim then he has two rights. The right of being a neighbour
and the right of being relative. Finally, if the neighbour is not
Muslim and is not a relative then he has one right which is being a
neighbour.

Kindness to the neighbour is a great grace in the Islamic laws.
Islamic commands us to consider the rights of the neighbour
through being kind to the neighbour, never doing harm to them. In
fact, Islam associated the rights of a neighbour with the command
of worshipping Allah, and with the act of kindness to the parents.
Allah says: { Worship Allah. Ascribe or associate no partners
with Him. And show kindness unto parents, and unto relatives,
and orphans, and the needy, and unto the neighbour who is
also relative (or of kin unto you) and the neighbour who is not
of kin, and the fellow-traveller or companion in a travel, and
the drifter or traveller in need, and (the slaves) whom you
possess control of. Allah does not love who is proud and
boastful} 4:36. Allah in this verse put together His rights and the
rights of His slaves. Those who have rights or for whom you have
obligations are of many types. Some of them are relatives.
Examples of those mentioned are the parents. Some of them are a
relative and at the same time are neighbour. Others are the
neighbours who are not relative. And the companion on a travel.

Dearly beloved, the right of the prophet ppbu associated the right
of the neighbour with the having faith into Allah, and having faith
in the day after. The messenger ppbu said: {Whoever believes in
Allah and the day after then let them be generous with the



neighbour}. And in another narration he said: {.... then they
must not harm their neighbour}.

The messenger ppbu once said: {By Allah, he never be a
believer, O by Allah, he will never be a believer, O by Allah, he
will never be a believer}. They said: who is it? He said: {He
whose neighbour is not safe from his evil and sinful deeds and
harm}.

The messenger ppbu also said: {Whoever spends a night with full
belly with food, and his neighbour is hungry then he is not a
believer}.

All those messages from the messenger ppbu confirm the strong tie
and relationship between faith and believe and the obligation
towards the neighbour or the rights of the neighbour. This shows
that the right of the neighbour is one of the characteristics of faith,
and is one of the acts of belief into Allah, who is aware of even a
look of deceit. Belief in the day after when the reckoning and
reward will take place.

The messenger ppbu said: {the best individual to Allah; in a
group of friends is the one who is the best to his friend. And the
best of the neighbours with Allah is the one who is best of them
all to his neighbour}.

Dearly beloved in Allah, The rights of a neighbour gathers or
encompasses three matters: Respect the neighbour, not to harm the
neighbour, and to put up with or be patient with or endure harm
cause by the neighbour. Respect the neighbour starts by initiating
greeting with peace (Salam), and when you speak to the neighbour;
speak soft and be gentle in your words; and guide the neighbour
towards their best interest and their families in this life and next.
We should seek to protect them when they are not round. In this
country, most of our neighbours are non-Muslims. It is our duty
towards them to have the best treatment towards them, visit them
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when they are sick, help them when they need the help, and give
them the present when possible. The messenger ppbu said to his
family when distributing the meat of the sacrifice, he said: {start
with our Jewish neighbour}.

Also did the son of Omar when a lamb was slaughtered at his home.
On his return home he asked: “Have you sent part of the meat as a
gift to our Jewish neighbour?” He asked that question three times
then he said: “I heard the messenger ppbu say: {Angel Gabriel
kept on reminding and advising me about the neighbour until
| thought he was about to grant the neighbour the rights to
inheritance}”. Meaning it is almost true that there is no difference
between relatives and neighbours except in the matter of
Inheritance.

We must do no harm to neighbours, do not disturb neighbours; and
be patient regarding harm that comes from them. We should guide
them or invite them in the kindest way. If we cannot invite them to
Islam with kindness then be silent. Let your behaviour, morals and
actions and way of life invite them.

A man came to the messenger ppbu and said to him: “Tell me or
Guide me to a deed or something | do will cause me to go into
paradise”. The messenger ppbu said: {Be kind}. The man said:
“How do I know whether I am kind or not?”” The messenger ppbu
said: {ask your neighbours. If they say you are kind then so you
are. And if they say you are evil then you are evil}.

We ask Allah to separate us by great distances with any Haram; as much as
the distances< He placed between the heavens and the earth.



