Musa and the 10® of Muharram, Ashoura.
In the name of Allah most Gracious most Merciful.

All thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. Peace and prayers be
upon the most honorable of all messengers, Muhammad, upon all his
family, folks and companions.

Dear Muslims,

Allah says: {There was a lesson In their stories for those with reason and
intellect. It was not a tale that was fabricated, but believing into what 1s
between his hands.}

Allah also says: {and broke the edge of those who transgressed, and
thanks be to Allah the God of the worlds}.

Indeed, destruction of transgressors 1s one of Allah’s mercies, (May HE
be exulted). His Believing slaves ought to be thankful for this mercy. We
are 1 one of the days of a sanctified or Haram months. This month 1s in
which Allah did save a group of believers from a group of transgressors.
Believers started giving thanks to Allah from that time onward because
of that mercy. That 1s because when Faro who committed tyranny and
wrong, and oppressed the children of Israel; Who are the descendants of
Jacob son of Isaac, son of Abraham may peace be upon him. Faro
made those people nto factions and oppressed them. And one day he
had a dream or a vision. He dreamt that someone from the children of
Israel will inherit his position and land. He started killing all their male
babies and took advantage of their women; for he was an oppressor and
a transgressor.

Allah sent Moses. As a baby; his mother feared for his life being a baby
boy born into the children of Israel. She was inspired by Allah to have
him placed into a box and have him thrown into the sea. The sea carried
the box with the baby to IFaro’s palace. Allah dropped the love of this
baby into the heart of Iaro’s wife. She loved the baby madly. She said:
{may he be contentment to our eyes, and may he be of some use for us,
or may we adopt him as a son}.



Allah has exploited the transgressor to take care of him in his own home.
Wearing the best and riding the best. When Moses matured Allah came
to him. While he was on a trip from Midian ((») to Hgypt, and
bestowed him with the prophecy, and gave him the message, and
ordered him to go to Faro 1n order to remind him so he may remember
or fear, and so he may avoid the punishment of Allah.

Moses and his brother Aaron (Us.W) came to Faro, and talked gently to
him. He refused and he was taken by vainglory; and he accused Moses of
being a magician. He ordered all magicians 1n the country to be
assembled and to challenge Mosas on the festival day. Allah made Moses
victorious, and all the magicians that came to challenge him went on to
their knees for the God of Mosa and Aaron. Allah sent his miracles
down through Mosa. Faro and his people were warned of their wrong
doings. Allah sent on to them the flood, the grasshopper msects, the
head lice, the frog, the blood but still they were taken be vanity and pride
and they were criminals.

Allah commanded Mosa to take the children of Israel out of Egypt and
start their exodus at night time, telling him they will be followed. Allah
says: {We Inspired Mosa to take my slaves by night and We told him
they will be followed}. Mosa found out about the secret migration of the
Jews. He announced to assemble an army of as many men as possible to
chase and track down the Jews. And headed off at dawn. Mosa reached
the sea and he was able to see the sea in front of him and able to see
Faro on the distance following them. Mosa’s people said “We are going
to be caught”. Mosa said with confidence: “No we are not caught, My
God is with me and HE will guide me”. Allah says: {We inspired Mosa
to hit the sea with his stick, and the sea ripped or cracked into two parts
like two great mountains}. Where there was sea water, now there is dry
land to walk upon. Faro and his soldiers followed Mosa and his people
through that dry land passage between the two great mountains of water.
When Mosa cleared the passage and IFaro was right in the middle of it
Allah clamped down the sea back on to them and drowned them all and
saved Mosa and his people.
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Mosa’s response to this mercy and this miracle was that he fasted on that
day to show his thanks and gratitude to Allah. It was the tenth day of the
month of Al-Moharrum. And when our messenger Muhammad (PPBU)
migrated to Al-Madina; he found the Jews fast the day of Ashouraa.
When he asked them for the reason, they said: “this is the day that God
saved their prophet Mosa and the children of Israel and drowned Faro
and his people”. The Messenger (PPBU) said: “We are more deserving;
or we are more entitled to Mosas than they are”. He fasted that day and
ordered Muslims to fast it too. That was before Ramadan became
compulsory. When fasting Ramadan was commanded; he said about
fasting the day of Ashouraa: “whoever wishes to fast it let them do, and
whoever wishes to leave all alone let them do so”.

Mosa has another virtue for Muslims. On the night journey to the
heavens or the night of Israa and Miraj, the messenger (PPBU) said:
{Allah commanded upon my nation to do fifty prayers a day. On the
way back I stopped at Mosa who said to me: Go back to your God and
ask him to lighten off the burden, for your people will never tolerate or
endure this. The messenger (PPBU) said: I went back to my God and
asked HIM. HE took half of it off. When I went back to Mosa and told
him. Mosa said: Go back to your God and ask him to lighten off the
burden, for your people will never put up with this. This i1s because he
cared for the people of Muhammad and he had the experience of the
people of Israel who did not tolerate and did not keep up what Allah
commanded them. He said: go back. This was repeated a few times. At
the last time Allah said: Five and it 1s the same as fifty. Meaning, five
prayers carrying the same reward of fifty prayers. Mosa said go back
again and ask to reduce the load. The messenger (PPBU) said: 1 was
embarrassed to go back and ask for more cuts.} Allah lightened the
number of prayers for the followers of Muhammad and made 1t happen
through Musa.

Fasting this day 1s a way of thanking Allah and showing our gratitude and
fidelity to Mosa may peace be upon him. And we share with him the
happiness the day he was happy when he was saved.

All thanks be to Allah.



