Hajj - Pilgrimage
In the name of Allah most gracious most merciful

Thanks be to Allah the Lord of the worlds, and peace and
prayers be upon the most honorable of all messengers.

Hajj is that great ritual of our religion. Allah ruled upon his
slaves to visit the ancient mosque once in a life fime. When asked
about what Islam was, the messenger (PPBU) said: {it is to testify
that there is only one god, Allah. And the Muhammad is the
messenger of Allah. Do the prayers, give the charity, fast Ramadan,
and if able then go for pilgrimage (Hajj) to the Mosque}. So this
who denies the obligation of Hajj is no longer a believer. And this
who accepts it but does or did not do it due to negligence or
carelessness then he/she is at danger. Omar ebn-A/-Khattab said:
"T was almost at the point to send men to the cities and towns to
look into who has what is needed to go fo Hajj and did not, and
force them to pay the non-Muslim tax. For they are not Muslims,
they are not Muslims." And A/i eb-Abi-Talib said: "Do walk around
this mosque (Tawaf) as much as you possibly can before obstacles
prevent you from doing so".

The ancient Mosque (referred to as Kaabah) in the city of
Mekkah; is like the light house for monotheism or believing in one
God. It was built by the leader of all the monotheists Abraham. He
who was ordered by Allah to cleanse and purify his mosque off all
bad acts, idols and images.

This ancient mosque has a strange story. Abraham peace be upon
him (PBU) brought Hager and her son Ishmael to the site of the
ancient Mosque. Hager was still breast feeding her son at that time.
Abraham left them near a big free just over Zamum spring beyond
the location Mosque. At the time there were no people in Mekkah



and no water. He left them there with some water and some dates
and he departed. Hager followed him and repeatedly said:
"O'Abraham, where do you go and leave us in this barren valley that
has nothing in it". And Abraham did not answer. Then she asked: "is
it Allah that commanded you to do this?" And he answered “yes".
Then she said: "Then He Allah will take care of us." Abraham left.
And just before he lost the sight of the Mosque; and where they
could no longer see him; he faced towards it he made the following
supplication (auaa): {Our Lord, I have left my offspring in a barren
valley with no plants at your Mosque, Lord, so they will do prayers,
let souls of people descend to them, and give them fruits and
mercies so they may be thankful}. Hager remained there. The water
was consumed and the baby Ishmael was breast fed. Eventually all
the water was gone and the situation was becoming desperate. As
time went on, and with the lack of water, Hager was trying to see if
there was anyone passing by at the distance. She went to the
higher spots, the two hills: Safa and the Marwa, but she saw
nobody. She went back and fore seven times. When she was at the
Marwa she heard a sound. It was her baby kicking and pushing the
ground with his heels; and the water started seeping out. That
water continues to flow till foday, and it is known as Zamzum. Hager
drank and she breast fed son. An angel spoke at the location of
zamzum and said: {have no fear of perishing, for this Mosque will be
built by this child and his father.}

And it came to pass that Abraham and his son built the Mosque.
Allah commanded Abraham to announce to people to come and make
pilgrimage (Haj)) to it. Abraham, said "O'God, how could I announce
to people when my voice does not get through to them"”, Allah said:
"you just make the call, and we shall deliver (or we shall broadcast
it)". Abraham stood at the spot now known to be "Abraham’s stance”
or “the standing point”, and other version the story tells that he
stood at the hill of Safa, and said: "O' you people, your Lord has



taken up a house or a Mosque, make pilgrimage (4aj)) to it." It was
claimed that mountains humbled so the sound of that call could
reach out every spot on earth. And all who heard that call did
answer, stones, plants, and all those people; that Allah has decided
will make pilgrimage at all times till the end of life. Lord, We hear
and we obey (Jud pgl Il ).

The prophet (PPBU) encouraged doing Hajj. He outlined that it
destroys bad deeds committed before it. The messenger (PPBU)
said telling Omr ebn el-as (st ! soc): {did you not know that
Islam forgives all that was before it? And to immigrate to Allah,
also gets all that was before it forgiven. And Hajj clears all that
was before it.} Indeed, one who does hajj, and during hajj he/she
do not argue nor do wrong then he/she will come back from hajj
pure and clear of all sins, big and small.

The messenger (PPBU) also said: {Whoever does #4ajj and does
not argue nor does wrong; then he/she will come back like the day
he/she was born}. Meaning: with no sins. And he also said: {continue
doing pilgrimage (or Hajj) and visit the ancient Mosque (or Amrah),
for they eliminate being poor and they eliminate sins, just as the
smelting of iron, gold and silver eliminates the impurities. And there
is no other reward fo a good Hajj except paradise.}

Every person who does 4ajj has a definite answered prayer. The
messenger (PPBU) said: {This who fights in the name of Allah and
the one who goes for Hajj (or pilgrimage), or goes for amrah (or a
visit to the ancient mosque), are visitors to Allah, He called them
and they answered, So they asked Him and He gave them. (or and
they made a prayer and HE answered)}

The messenger (PPBU) said: {Three are given assurances or
guarantees by Allah, one who goes out to Allah's Mosques, and one



who is fighting for the sake of Allah, and one who is out for
pilgrimage (Haj))}

The benefit of Hajj (pilgrimage) is that it cleanses sins. The
messenger (PPBU) said: {if you leave your home intending the
ancient Mosque, then for each step taken by your ride, Allah writes
down a good point or a good deed, and wipes off a sin. And the day
you stand at the mountain of Arafah (the peak moment in Haj)),
Allah descends down to the nearest sky, and boasts off with the
people doing Hajj to his angels and says: "Those are my slaves, they
come to me tousled, and dusty from all deep distances in earth,
they are hoping for my mercy and they fear my punishment, and
they never saw me, imagine if they do see me. If you have as many
sins as all the sand on the sea, or as many as there are days in this
life, or as many drops of water coming from the skies, then Allah
will wash it all off you. For when you throw the pebbles, I am saving
the reward for you, and as you shave your hair, for you have a good
point for each hair that drops, and as you walk round the Mosque,
you will come out of your sins like the day you were born.}

The messenger (PPBU) encouraged Muslims and made many calls
in order that they do Hajj. For the rewards and benefits would
move a they heart of a static person, and enflame the hearts that
seek forgiveness and mercy of Allah.

May Allah forgive all your sins. And thanks be to Allah.



